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Executive Summary

The Federal Aviation Administration’s (FAA) Modernization of Special Airworthiness Certification (MOSAIC) final rule, issued 
in July 2025 and effective October 22, 2025, for sport pilot privileges, is a groundbreaking advancement in recreational aviation. 
This regulation overhauls the light-sport aircraft (LSA) framework established in 2004, addressing industry feedback to enhance 
accessibility, manufacturer innovation, and safety. By decoupling sport pilot privileges from strict LSA definitions, MOSAIC 
enables pilots to operate a broader range of aircraft, fostering greater participation in general aviation while maintaining rigorous 
standards.

Key changes include expanded aircraft types for sport pilots, now encompassing helicopters and powered-lift vehicles with 
simplified controls, alongside traditional categories like airplanes and gyroplanes. Weight limits have been eliminated, replaced 
by performance-based criteria such as increased stall speeds (up to 59 knots calibrated airspeed [KCAS] for airplanes) allowing 
for larger, four-seat models, though limited to one passenger. Medical certification remains flexible, with a driver’s license 
sufficing for core privileges, but requires BasicMed or a third-class medical for new options like night flying. Additional privileges, 
such as operating aircraft with retractable landing gear or controllable-pitch propellers, are unlocked through endorsements and 
training.

These modifications profoundly impact sport pilots by opening new possibilities, including night operations, higher-
performance flights, and diverse aircraft experiences, all without necessitating advanced certifications in many cases. The rule 
promotes affordability by reducing training barriers and encouraging innovative, cost-effective aircraft designs, potentially 
revitalizing the sector and attracting more enthusiasts.

In the broader context of aviation, MOSAIC aligns with trends toward sustainable, affordable flying solutions, including 
advancements in electric and hybrid propulsion systems that could soon integrate into the LSA category. It also supports 
economic growth in manufacturing and training industries by streamlining certification processes and encouraging innovation. 
For pilots, this means more choices in aircraft models as well as opportunities to pursue aviation as a passion without the need 
for more advanced certifications.

 FLYING Finance is perfectly positioned to be the essential partner to sport pilots who want to explore their newly expanded 
options. Through FLYING Finance, pilots can obtain specialized and personalized loans for MOSAIC-compliant aircraft 
purchases. With competitive rates and tailored solutions from our team of experts, FLYING Finance empowers buyers to finance 
everything from upgraded LSAs to helicopters. 
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The MOSAIC rule represents a pivotal evolution in the regulatory framework for light-sport aircraft (LSA), building upon the 
foundational regulations established by the FAA in 2004. Those original rules introduced the LSA category to promote accessible, 
affordable aviation by simplifying certification processes and pilot requirements, but over time, industry stakeholders identified 
constraints like rigid weight limits and limited aircraft capabilities that hindered innovation and growth. In response, the FAA 
initiated the MOSAIC rulemaking process, proposing updates in July 2023 and incorporating extensive public feedback to refine 
the final rule. More than 1,300 comments were evaluated, leading to key modifications like adjusted stall speed thresholds 
(increased to 59 knots calibrated airspeed for certain aircraft) and performance-based standards over fixed weight restrictions. 
This collaborative approach ensured the rule balances expanded opportunities with unwavering safety priorities.

The scope of MOSAIC is comprehensive, encompassing updates to airworthiness certification, pilot privileges, and aircraft 
design standards. It redefines eligible aircraft by shifting from prescriptive limits to performance criteria, allowing for larger, 
more capable designs while maintaining the light-sport ethos. Pilot privileges are broadened to include new aircraft types 
and operations, with provisions for additional training and endorsements to support these expansions. Additionally, the rule 
streamlines certification for manufacturers, fostering the integration of advanced technologies like simplified flight controls 
and alternative propulsion systems.

These changes deliver substantial benefits to the aviation industry, spurring innovation in aircraft manufacturing by enabling 
the development of faster, more versatile models that appeal to a broader market. Pilot training programs stand to gain from 
increased flexibility, potentially reducing costs and barriers to entry while attracting more participants to recreational flying. 
Overall, MOSAIC is poised to invigorate the sector, promoting economic growth and technological advancement that aligns 
with the evolving demands of modern aviation enthusiasts.

Overview of the MOSAIC Rule
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Key Changes and Implications for Sport Pilots

The MOSAIC rule significantly expands the capabilities of sport pilots and offers greater flexibility in aircraft operation 
and privileges. Even so, the new rules still preserve essential safety standards through targeted training, endorsements, and 
performance-based criteria.

A. Expanded Aircraft Types for Sport Pilots
Under the original LSA regulations, sport pilots were restricted to operating specific categories of aircraft, including airplanes, 
gliders, weight-shift control trikes, powered parachutes, balloons, airships, and gyroplanes. These limitations, while promoting 
simplicity and safety, often confined recreational flying to niche experiences and deterred pilots seeking variety.

MOSAIC introduces groundbreaking expansions by permitting sport pilots to fly helicopters and powered-lift aircraft 
equipped with simplified flight controls, effective October 22, 2025. To access these new types, pilots must obtain category-
specific training and endorsements from certified flight instructors, ensuring competency without mandating a full private pilot 
certificate.

The implications are profound: Sport pilots can now diversify their flying pursuits, transitioning from fixed-wing aircraft 
to rotorcraft or emerging powered-lift designs like eVTOL (electric vertical takeoff and landing) vehicles. This opens doors to 
unique recreational opportunities, such as scenic helicopter tours or urban air mobility exploration, all within the accessible 
framework of sport pilot certification. For many, this means achieving advanced flying goals without the time and expense of 
higher-level ratings, potentially increasing overall participation in aviation.

B. Changes in Weight Limits and Stall Speeds
One of the most restrictive elements of the pre-MOSAIC LSA rules was the fixed maximum takeoff weight (MTOW) limit. 
Previously, that limit had been set at 1,320 pounds for land-based aircraft and 1,430 pounds for seaplanes, and that of course 
curtailed the inclusion of larger or more capable models. MOSAIC eliminates these weight caps entirely, replacing them with 
performance-oriented stall speed requirements to maintain safety.

Specifically, the rule raises the maximum clean stall speed (without flaps) for airplanes to 59 knots calibrated airspeed (KCAS), 
up from the previous 45 KCAS, while gliders and weight-shift aircraft retain the 45 KCAS limit. This shift allows for aircraft 
designs with enhanced performance, including those accommodating up to four seats. Note, however, that sport pilots remain 
limited to carrying only one passenger.

These changes empower sport pilots to operate larger, higher-performance aircraft that were previously off-limits, such as 
multi-seat models suitable for family outings or longer cross-country flights. The implications extend to personal and recreational 
use, enabling access to more comfortable, efficient, and versatile options without escalating to private pilot requirements. This 
could lead to a surge in aircraft innovation and sales, as manufacturers develop models that blend light-sport simplicity with 
advanced features, ultimately making aviation more appealing and practical for everyday enthusiasts.

C. Medical Certification Updates
The foundational medical flexibility for sport pilots remains intact under MOSAIC: Pilots can continue using a valid U.S. driver’s 
license as a substitute for an FAA medical certificate, provided they adhere to any restrictions on that license and have not been 
denied a medical certificate in the past. This approach keeps entry barriers low, emphasizing self-certification of fitness to fly.

However, for newly authorized privileges like night operations, the rule introduces additional safeguards. Sport pilots must 
hold either a BasicMed qualification or at least a third-class FAA medical certificate, complemented by specific night flying 
training and endorsements.

The implications here strike a balance between accessibility and responsibility. Daytime flying retains its inclusive nature, 
ideal for those with minor health concerns that might complicate traditional medical exams. Meanwhile, the added requirements 
for expanded operations ensure heightened safety during more demanding conditions, such as reduced visibility at night. Overall, 
this makes sport piloting more accommodating for a diverse range of individuals, including older pilots or those with managed 
medical conditions, fostering broader inclusivity in recreational aviation without compromising standards.
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New Possibilities For General Aviation

The MOSAIC rule not only refines existing frameworks but also unlocks a host of innovative opportunities for sport pilots and 
the broader aviation community, paving the way for more dynamic and inclusive recreational flying. By expanding operational 
privileges and embracing technological advancements, MOSAIC encourages pilots to explore new dimensions of flight, from 
extended hours to sophisticated aircraft designs, all while maintaining a focus on safety and accessibility. These enhancements 
are expected to stimulate growth in pilot training, aircraft manufacturing, and overall participation in general aviation, creating 
a vibrant ecosystem for enthusiasts.

One of the most anticipated additions is the introduction of night flying privileges for sport pilots, effective October 22, 2025. 
Previously restricted to daylight operations, sport pilots can now fly after civil twilight with the appropriate endorsements, 
including specialized night training from a certified flight instructor and either a BasicMed qualification or a third-class FAA 
medical certificate. This opens up possibilities for evening flights, such as sunset tours or cross-country trips that extend into the 
night, enhancing the utility and enjoyment of sport piloting without requiring a private pilot license.

MOSAIC also permits sport pilots to operate aircraft with advanced features that were once off-limits, including retractable 
landing gear, controllable-pitch propellers, and engines without horsepower restrictions (excluding rocket propulsion), subject 
to specific training and endorsements. Furthermore, training pathways have been modernized, allowing up to 2.5 hours of credit 
from approved simulators or flight simulation devices toward the required flight time for endorsements. These updates facilitate 
access to higher-performance aircraft, such as those capable of speeds up to 250 knots, fostering a shift toward more efficient 
and versatile recreational options.

The overall impact of these changes is transformative, offering a wider selection of aircraft. That selection now includes 
larger models with up to four seats for enhanced comfort during flights with a single passenger, and it potentially reduces 
training costs through simulator integration and streamlined endorsements. This increased flexibility is likely to boost pilot 
numbers and aircraft sales, as more individuals find sport piloting an attainable gateway to aviation. For instance, consider a 
hypothetical sport pilot who previously flew only basic fixed-wing LSAs: Under MOSAIC, they could upgrade to a helicopter for 
aerial photography excursions, complete night training for after-work flights, or transition to a faster, retractable-gear airplane 
for weekend getaways. Leveraging affordable financing means more sport pilots can acquire these advanced models. MOSAIC 
is a huge step in democratizing aviation and turning aspirations into achievable realities for pilots across diverse backgrounds.
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How FLYING Finance Supports MOSAIC-Era 
Aircraft Ownership

Aircraft options for sport pilots are now greatly expanded, with viable options now including larger four-seat models to helicopters 
and advanced powered-lift designs. However, these enhancements also introduce financial considerations, since more pilots may 
now pursue higher-value purchases that offer greater performance, comfort, and versatility. Aircraft prices in the updated LSA 
category could range from entry-level models around $100,000 to more sophisticated options exceeding $300,000, depending 
on features like retractable gear or advanced avionics. This shift not only amplifies the potential for personal investment in 
aviation but also underscores the need for accessible financing solutions to make these opportunities attainable for a wider 
audience.

FLYING Finance stands ready to bridge this gap, specializing in tailored loan programs designed specifically for aircraft buyers 
in the light-sport and experimental markets. With a deep understanding of the aviation sector, we offer competitive interest 
rates, customizable repayment terms, and expertise in navigating the nuances of LSA and MOSAIC-compliant financing. Our 
services extend beyond traditional loans to include options for new purchases, upgrades, or even refinancing existing aircraft to 
capitalize on the rule’s benefits.

Key advantages of partnering with FLYING Finance include streamlined application processes with quick approvals (often 
within days), allowing pilots to act swiftly on emerging market opportunities as MOSAIC takes effect. We provide flexible terms 
that accommodate varying credit profiles and budgets, ensuring that the financial barriers to owning a MOSAIC-era aircraft 
remain minimal. Additionally, our team offers personalized guidance on how to leverage the rule’s changes for cost-effective 
ownership, such as selecting models that qualify for tax incentives or insurance discounts tied to enhanced safety features.

Whether you’re a seasoned sport pilot eyeing a night-capable helicopter or a newcomer exploring four-seat airplanes for 
family adventures, FLYING Finance is your dedicated partner in turning MOSAIC’s possibilities into reality. Contact us today at 
info@flyingfinance.com or visit our website to discuss your customized financing plan and soar into the future of recreational 
aviation.
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The FAA’s MOSAIC rule is a watershed moment in recreational aviation. It fundamentally transforms the landscape for sport 
pilots by dismantling outdated barriers and introducing unprecedented flexibility. Through expanded aircraft types, performance-
based standards replacing rigid weight limits, and refined medical requirements, MOSAIC enhances safety while making flying 
more accessible, affordable, and appealing to a broader audience. These changes address long-standing constraints, empowering 
pilots to experience a bigger variety of craft without the need for higher certifications in many scenarios.

As sport pilots gain access to larger, faster, and more versatile aircraft, the opportunities for personal growth, adventure, 
and community engagement in aviation multiply. This evolution not only revitalizes the light-sport sector but also stimulates 
innovation in manufacturing and training, potentially drawing in new enthusiasts and bolstering the industry’s vitality. FLYING 
Finance is ideally positioned to support this transition, offering specialized aircraft loans that align with the financial realities 
of MOSAIC-era ownership. Our commitment to competitive rates, expert guidance, and seamless processes ensures that pilots 
can confidently invest in these new possibilities, turning expanded privileges into owned assets that elevate their flying journeys.

Looking ahead, MOSAIC sets the stage for a dynamic future in recreational aviation, where technological advancements like 
electric propulsion and simplified controls converge with inclusive regulations to inspire the next generation of pilots. As the 
rule’s full implementation unfolds, the skies promise to be more open and inviting than ever before, inviting all to explore the 
boundless joys of flight.

The Future of Recreational Aviation
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APPENDICES

Appendix A: Glossary of Terms

MOSAIC: Modernization of Special Airworthiness Certification – An FAA rule updating regulations for light-sport aircraft 
certification, operations, and pilot privileges to enhance accessibility and innovation.

LSA (Light-Sport Aircraft): A category of small, lightweight aircraft designed for recreational flying, certified under simplified 
standards.

Sport Pilot Certificate: An FAA certification allowing pilots to operate light-sport aircraft with fewer training hours and using 
a driver’s license for medical qualification, rather than a traditional medical certificate.

BasicMed: A medical qualification option under FAA regulations that allows pilots to fly certain aircraft without a third-class 
medical certificate, provided they meet specific health and training criteria.

Stall Speed: The minimum speed at which an aircraft can maintain level flight; under MOSAIC, used as a performance criterion 
instead of weight limits.
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Appendix

Endorsement: Additional authorization added to a pilot’s certificate by a certified flight instructor, granting privileges for 
specific operations or aircraft types.

KCAS (Knots Calibrated Airspeed): A measure of aircraft speed corrected for instrument and position errors.

MTOW (Maximum Takeoff Weight): The maximum weight at which an aircraft is certified for takeoff; removed as a fixed 
limit under MOSAIC for LSAs.

Appendix B: Timeline of MOSAIC Implementation

July 18, 2025: FAA Administrator signs the MOSAIC final rule.

July 24, 2025: Final rule published in the Federal Register.

October 22, 2025: Effective date for expanded sport pilot privileges, including new aircraft types, night operations, and 
endorsements.

July 24, 2026: Effective date for new aircraft certifications under updated LSA standards.

Ongoing: Manufacturers begin certifying new aircraft models; pilots pursue additional training and endorsements as needed.

Appendix C: Contact Information for FLYING Finance
For inquiries about aircraft financing options tailored to MOSAIC-era purchases, please reach out to:

Email: info@flyingfinance.com
Phone: 1-800-FLY-LOAN (1-800-359-5626)
Website: www.flyingfinance.com

Our team of aviation finance experts is available Monday through Friday, 9 AM to 5 PM EST, to assist with loan applications, rate 
quotes, and personalized advice.


